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Interview - ICT Projects in Serbia 
 

Pascall, Stephan 
 

 
1. How do you see the Serbian scientific 
capability in the field of ICT? 
 
Republic of Serbia signed the Memoranda of 
Understanding and became associated to the 
7FP on 13 June, 2007. By then, provisions for 
the association instruments had already been 
applicable since 1 January of that year. Serbia 
has been particularly successful in the food and 
agriculture, ICT and energy themes. Success 
rates so far in the ICT Calls 1-4 of FP7 are at 
19%, thus above the 16% average of the 
Associated Countries (Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, FYROM, Iceland, Israel, 
Liechtenstein, Montenegro, Norway, Serbia, 
Switzerland, and Turkey).  
 
Nationally Serbia has defined a set of research 
priorities in ICT, namely in: a) Built-in electronic 
systems, b) Intelligent sensor-actuators, c) 
Management and control of complex distributed 
systems, d) Informatisation and digitalisation of 
libraries, e) Telecommunication systems for 
digital transmissions, f) radar and infrared 
identification and control systems, g) Expert 
systems, and h) Data safety.       
 
Looking at the number of scientific publications 
in Serbia, the amount has steadily climbed from 
an average of just under 1000 per year in 2000-
2003 to close to 2500 publications in 2008. So, 
we can see a steady progress.   

 
2. How do you see the Serbian contribution 
to RTD in ICT in the West Balkans? 
 
In general, regional cooperation offers many 
advantages because challenges are shared. 
Research cooperation in particular is facilitated 
by the fact that all Western Balkan countries 
are now associated to the 7FP. Serbia is 
gaining experience from taking part in the 7FP 
ICT-Theme and could become a good practice 
example.  
 
In June 2006 the Steering Platform for 
Research Co-operation for the Balkans was 
launched. All Western Balkan countries are 
expected to be represented at Ministerial level 
and important work is being carried out 
addressing European, multilateral, and regional 
issues of Science and Technology policies. A 

further regional initiative, the WINS-ICT 
Dialogue Forum on ICT research for the 
Western Balkan Countries contributes to the 
work of the Steering Platform. Serbia hosted 
the first meeting of the Forum that took place in 
Belgrade in May 2009. The goal is to "foster 
possible harmonized solutions for common 
problems" in research related policy issues in 
ICT.   
 
During the ICT Information and Brokerage 
event in Belgrade 20-21 May 2009, Ms. Jasna 
MATIĆ, Minister of Telecommunications and 
Information Society in Serbia, presented 
Serbia's strategy to create a sustainable 
economy and society through investments in 
science and technology.  
 
The strategy involves establishing an 
innovation system engaging both public and 
private sector on a national, regional, and 
European level. Investments are foreseen in 
five key areas: 1) Human Resources, 2) 
Economic and Market Development, 3) Science 
Base, 4) Business R&D and Innovation and 5) 
Governance. To achieve this, the Serbian 
Ministry of Science and Technology has 
devised a series of actions, including a target 
for R&D Expenditures of 1% of GDP by 2014, 
€300m investments on key R&D infrastructure 
projects (funded through a joint loan from the 
European Investment Bank, the World Bank, 
and other international financial institutions and 
donations), and the identification of national 
research priorities.   
 
3. What is the Serbian participation in the 
7FP ICT-Theme? 
 
In the first four ICT Calls there were 84 Serbian 
participants in submitted proposals and out of 
those 17 participated in retained proposals, 
giving the 19% average success rate 
mentioned earlier. The funding received 
amounts to just over €2.7m. In comparison, in 
FP6 the received funding totalled €24,600 (from 
participation in IST Call 6).  
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4. What is DG INFSO doing to familiarise 
Serbian researchers with the possibilities 
offered by the 7FP ICT-Theme? 
 
DG INFSO has together with the Serbian 
Ministries of Telecommunications and 
Information Society, and of Science and 
Technological Development organised a 
number of Information and Networking Events 
on the 7FP in general and the ICT-Theme in 
particular.  
 
The events provide information about the 
current ICT Calls as well as technical, 
administrative, financial and legal aspect of 
project preparation and completion. The events 
also aim to foster project cooperation between 
Serbian research entities and potential partners 
from the EU27, Associated and Candidate 
Countries by offering networking opportunities.  
 
More information and the details from a recent 
event in Belgrade can be found on 
http://fp7.mtid.gov.rs/ 

 
5. Why should Serbian researchers 
participate more in the 7FP ICT-Theme? 
 
I think that the most important outcome of 
participation is to get access to a large pool of 
intellectual property and to become part of the 
network in a sector through the participation to 
the project, but more importantly also through 
the concertation meetings, etc. This will allow 
the organisations to build connections they can 
use for future cooperation, but also for business 
purposes. 
 
Also, an obvious answer would be to take full 
advantage of the funding opportunities that are 
available. In total, the 7FP budget for 2007-
2013 is €50.5bn. Under this umbrella the 
Cooperation Programme counts for €32.5bn, of 
which the ICT-Theme is the largest area with a 
budget of €9.1bn. 
 
Apart from the clear financial benefits, there are 
catalytic effects and synergies that come with 
joint activities and cooperation with other 
European and international partners. Research 
is international in its nature and the 7FP holds 
opportunities in for example networking, 
sharing of expertise/facilities, development of 
new intellectual property and curriculum and 
staff training.  
 
In a broader perspective, the Serbian 
participation in the Programme strengthens the 
European Research Area (ERA) and as such 
contributes to the Lisbon strategy objectives to 

make Europe the most competitive and 
knowledge based economy by 2010 and 
beyond.    

 
6. How could they participate more?  
 
As an associated country, the conditions for 
participation in consortia in FP7 are the same 
for Serbian stakeholders as for entities from the 
Member States. All proposals1

 

 are as a rule 
presented by multinational consortia of 
organisations/individuals from at least three 
different Member States or associated 
countries.  

The ICT Proposers Day in Budapest 21-22 
January saw the development of an online 
networking tool that provides support for finding 
partners and building consortia, 
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/events/
budapest_2009/index_en.htm 
 
7. What kind of financial support is 
available? 
 
In general, funding in the 7FP ICT-Theme is 
available through 3 funding schemes 
comprising 5 "instruments",  
 

1. Collaborative Projects (CP)2

a. Small or medium scale focused 
research actions (“STREP”) 

 

b. Large Scale Integrating  
Projects (“IP”) 

2. Networks of Excellence (NoE) 
3. Coordination and Support Actions  

(CSA) 
a. Coordinating or networking 

actions (“CA”) 
b. Support Actions (“SSA”) 

 
The funding scheme, announced in the Calls 
for proposals, states: a) the purpose of the 
project, b) the type of activities involved, and c) 
the funding rate. Once specified in the Call, the 
instrument will not change and submitted 
proposals are evaluated against the same 
standards. In proposal preparations it is hence 
important to verify that your capabilities match 
the particular Call requirements with regards to 
funding scheme, along with other specified 
restrictions. Detailed information can be found 
in the "Practical guide to EU funding 
opportunities for research and innovation", 
ftp://ftp.cordis.europa.eu/pub/fp7/docs/practical-
guide-rev2_en.pdf  

                                                 
1 Except certain Support Actions 
2 Include SICA – Specific International Co-
operation Actions 
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8. What is the participation of the EU15, 
EU12 and AC in the 7FP ICT-Theme? 
 
The EU 12 and AC countries account for 
approximately 15% of the total project 
participations in the FP7 ICT-Theme Calls 1-4. 
Subsequently 85% of the participations come 
from the EU 15. Participant success rates are 
more on similar levels with the EU15 on 17%, 
the EU12 on 12% and the AC on 16%.  
    
  
9. What is DG INFSO doing to help increase 
participation of the EU12 and AC in the 7FP 
ICT-Theme? 
 
The EU wants to utilise the ICT R&D potential 
in all MS and AC to increase research 
excellence & competitiveness for the benefit of 
all. In this respect a series of actions are being 
taken including information and networking 
events, a technological audit and a top up call 
facilitating the inclusion of entities from the 
EU12 and AC into existing FP7 projects. A 
Working Group has been set up to identify the 
barriers to participation and measures to 
overcome them.  
 
10. Where can I find information about the 
7FP ICT-Theme? 
 
• Participate in Information and Networking 

Events  
• A supporting website of advice, information 

and documentation  
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/  

• Model grant agreements, guides, checklists, 
etc.  
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/find-doc_en.html  

• Support services  
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/get-
support_en.html 

• An ICT Information desk for proposers’  
questions ict@ec.europa.eu  

• An IPR Helpdesk  
http://www.ipr-helpdesk.org/index.html   

• A Helpdesk for electronic proposal 
 submission support@epss-fp7.org   

• And a network of National Contact Points in 
Europe and beyond 
http://cordis.europa.eu/ist/ncps.htm 

 
11. How can I find research partners for a 
project? 
 
Methods to identify the right partners include 
networking at events as well as utilising online 
networks such as the ICT Proposers’ Day 2009 
website, the Ideal-ist project and CORDIS 
partner search (links below).  

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/events/
budapest_2009/index_en.htm 
http://www.ideal-ist.net/about-ideal-ist  
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/partners_en.html    
 
12. Can you offer any best practices in 7FP 
ICT-Theme participation? 

 
Ask yourself… 

• Do you clearly understand the pro’s 
and con’s of involvement in FP7? 

• Are you willing to co-operate  
internationally? 

• Do your capabilities match the Call  
requirements? 

• Do you have resources to invest in time 
and money? 

• Do you have a supportive team and  
organisation? 

• Are there any favourable external  
research conditions to exploit?  

 
What to do?  

• Study the Workprogramme 
• Set focussed, realistic objectives, and 

show how they will be achieved 
• Consortium to include all stakeholders 
• Good impact * good research = winner 
• Write clearly for informed non-specialist 
• Be within the scope of the call 
• Chose the suitable programme  
• Chose the suitable funding scheme 
• Search for the right partners 
• Keep the deadlines 
• Be aware of the basic rules and  

guidelines 
• Ask for help, look for local information 

days – look for the National Contact 
Points 

 
What not to do? 

• Address more than one objective 
• Set broad, ambitious, unachievable  

objectives 
• Include redundant partners 
• Impact = a conference each year, a 

public website, and x published papers 
• Buzzwords, empty statements   

 
Stephan Pascall is a manager with extensive 
engineering and policy background and over 30 
years’ experience with the telecommunications and 
space industry and the European commission in a 
number of fields including telecommunications and 
its applications in space communications, Advanced 
mobile services, Trust and confidence services, 
Learning and culture, Regional development, 
environment and transport. Stephan Pascall is a 
recognized authority in Space Communications and 
an author of a number of books and publications in 
subject. 
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